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Heritage meets contemporary in the 

Austrian capital, where a new hotel 

captures the essence of the city. 
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L
ike so many hotels that step into the bones of a heritage 

building, the vision for Rosewood Vienna began with 

the architecture. Taking over a collection of 19 th century 

buildings - formerly serving as the headquarters for Erste 

Group Bank - the hotel's location on Petersplatz in the 

Austrian capital's Old Town sees it flanked by landmarks 

such as the green-domed St Peter's Church and gothic 

spires of St Stephen's Cathedral. "Following our Sense of 

Place philosophy, we started by taking the heritage of the 

building as the leading inspiration, before looking at Vienna 

and Austria from a design perspective," confirms Trish 

Luyckx, Group Vice President of Design & Project Services at 

Rosewood Hotel Group. "We researched the country's design 

traditions and handicrafts and then paired that heritage with 

the Rosewood philosophy and style." 

The revival of the building - originally constructed in 

1838 under the watchful eye of Austrian architect Alois 

Piehl - was brought to fruition by native practices A2K and 

BEHF Architects, along with London-based interior designer 

Alexander Waterworth and Conrad Kroencke of Austrian 

studio Kroanland - the latter envisioning the F&B areas. 

The design quartet also worked alongside Parisian 

consultant Atelier 27 to curate the contemporary artwork 

collection that dresses the residential-style guestrooms and 

public areas. Botanical murals by Marie Hartig - handpainted 

over 40 days - hang in all-day lounge Salon Aurelie, and part 






